6268

PERMANENT MOST FAVORED NA-
TION STATUS FOR CHINA IS BAD
IDEA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, 3 weeks from this week, the Repub-
lican leadership will ask this House to
pass legislation granting Permanent
Most Favored Nation status trading
privileges to China. This is a very bad
idea. Let me count the ways.

First of all, China is a nation that
practices slave labor and practices
child labor. Why should we give trade
advantages to a nation that engages in
that kind of behavior with no oversight
from us, with no check on Chinese be-
havior?

China is a nation that allows forced
abortions, a government that some-
times encourages forced abortions,
again, a violation of any kind of behav-
ior that we and most of the nations
around the world find unacceptable.

The Chinese government, the Chinese
Communist Party, is also a nation and
a government that persecutes Chris-
tians and Muslims and Buddhists and
also local religious sects such as the
Falun Gong in a China that, again, has
no respect for human rights.

The government of China also has re-
peatedly sold nuclear technology to
countries that have no business having
that kind of nuclear technology that
can very easily turn into weapons of
mass destruction.
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At the same time, in the last few
weeks, we have seen the People’s Re-
public of China threaten the Republic
of Taiwan. Three or 4 years ago, during
the last Taiwanese elections, the Chi-
nese government, the People’s Republic
of China, the Communist Chinese Gov-
ernment sent missiles shooting into
the Straits of Taiwan to threaten that
Nation that was holding the first free
elections ever in Chinese history.

Giving China Most Favored Nation
status, giving China permanent trading
privileges with the West simply makes
no sense. China is a market that has
been closed to us. We, 10 years ago, 11
years ago, when President Reagan and
President Bush, now President Clinton,
began this policy of engagement with
China where we would trade freely
back and forth with China, in those
days, 11 years ago, we had $100 million,
with an “M,”” $100 million trade deficit
with the People’s Republic of China.

Today, after 11 years of this policy,
we have a $70 billion, with a “B,” $70
billion trade deficit with the People’s
Republic of China. Why? Because of
slave labor, because of child labor, be-
cause they have simply closed their
markets to us.

Last year, we bought $85 billion
worth of goods from the People’s Re-
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public of China. They only let us sell
$15 billion of goods into their market.
We sell more to Belgium than we do to
China. We sell more to Singapore than
we do to China. We sell more to Taiwan
than we do to China, countries that
have, at most, 1-560th the population of
the People’s Republic of China.

No issue in my 8 years in Congress
has been debated as heavily or lobbied
most importantly, lobbied as heavily
by as many wealthy special interest
groups as the annual MFN review for
China and now permanent trade rela-
tions with China.

There are more corporate jets at Na-
tional Airport when the China vote
comes up. There are more CEOs indi-
vidually, the CEOs of the largest cor-
porations in America, walking the
halls of Congress, stopping in every
Member’s office, lobbying them about
supporting permanent trade privileges
for the People’s Republic of China.

Wei Jing-Sheng, a Chinese dissident
who spent time in Chinese prison
camps, said that the vanguard of the
Chinese communist party in the United
States is American CEOs. Think about
that. CEOs of the largest companies in
this country are doing the dirty work,
doing the heavy lifting, doing the lob-
bying for, doing the support of the
Communist leaders in the People’s Re-
public of China.

This body would never even consider,
would not even come close to sup-
porting permanent trade relations with
China, would not even come close to
supporting any kind of tariff reduc-
tions, Most Favored Nation status,
trading privileges for China, if these
CEOs of America’s largest corporations
were not walking the halls and lob-
bying for the Communist leaders in the
People’s Republic of China.

These same CEOs say, well, the rea-
son we need to knock down all barriers
to China and ignore human rights vio-
lations, ignore the forced abortions, ig-
nore the persecution of Christians and
Muslims, the reason that we in the
United States should ignore the nu-
clear sales to rogue nations, the reason
we in the United States should ignore
slave labor and child labor in China is
because it will help the United States
of America, and they say it will mean
1.2 Dbillion consumers for American
products. The fact is their excitement
is not over 1.2 million consumers, it is
over 1.2 million workers. We should de-
feat China MFN.

————
SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 19, 1999, the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH)
is recognized during morning hour de-
bates for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, this chart is on Social Secu-
rity. I have been very interested and
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concerned about Social Security for
the last 5 years. I have introduced
three Social Security bills that have
been scored by the actuaries of the So-
cial Security Administration that
would Kkeep Social Security solvent,
would keep it going to the next 75
years. So three bills over the last 5
years.

I also chaired the bipartisan task
force on Social Security where we were
very successful. We have bipartisan
agreement on 18 findings that moves us
ahead.

Last night, I was listening to tele-
vision, and I heard AL GORE talk about
his proposal to fix Social Security and
criticize Governor George W. Bush’s
suggestion that we allow some of that
money to be kept and invested by indi-
viduals. I was so concerned that I took
an earlier flight so I could speak this
noon on Social Security.

I criticize Mr. GORE for suggesting
that we do not have to do anything to
fix Social Security. Chris Lehane, Mr.
GORE’s spokesman, says that one of the
reasons Social Security has been so
successful is that it depends on one
generation to take care of another gen-
eration. When in fact there is no need
to do anything right now, Mr. GORE
suggests that we use the extra money
coming in from Social Security. Look
at this chart a minute. We have got a
short-term, where there is more money
coming in from Social Security taxes
than is needed to pay out benefits. Mr.
GORE suggests that we take some of
this money, we borrow from this fund,
and we use that money to pay down the
debt, the so-called Wall Street debt.

It is also so disconcerting that ABC,
NBC, CBS pick up those press releases
out of the White House that says we
are going to pay down $180 billion of
debt this year, and that is good, we are
moving in the right direction, but what
is happening is we are borrowing the
money from Social Security to pay
down the Wall Street debt so the $5.7
trillion that we now have as a national
debt continues to go up.

Maybe an analogy is saying that Mr.
GORE suggests that we take out one
credit card and we use that credit card
to pay off another credit card when
there is no real money out there.

I think this is the time in this presi-
dential election year to discuss and de-
bate how we are going to fix Social Se-
curity, how we are going to keep it
there, not only for the existing retirees
and the near retirees, but for future
generations. It is the most important
program that probably we have in gov-
ernment. It is the largest program in
this country. It is the largest program
in the world.

What is happening is some people
suggest, look, the United States is as
good as its word. If it borrows the
money, it is going to pay it back. Even
if it paid it all back, it is only going to
keep Social Security solvent until 2034.
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